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EVENT REPORT 
“Sound has a profound effect on the senses. It can be both heard and felt. It can even 
be seen with the mind’s eye. It can evoke responses of the five senses. Sound can 
paint a picture, produce a mood, trigger the senses to remember another time and 
place.’’ 
Jolly Phonics is the pioneer and the most popular programme of its kind, as well as 
being the most extensive. A workshop on Synthetic Phonics Teaching with Jolly 
Phonics was conducted by Mrs. Ritu Bawa at G.D. Goenka Public School, Sarita Vihar. 
Mrs.Ritu Bawa is a UK certified Jolly Phonics instructor/trainer for India Region. She 
heads and manages a training center for Phonics in Delhi, India, by the name 
“Rocknroll with phonics”. The workshop was attended by all the teachers of the 
school, teaching the primary level. It touched upon the use of correct phonics, 
blending and segmentation of letters. Jolly Phonics is a fun and child centered 
approach to teaching literacy through synthetic phonics. It emphasised that use of 
facial expressions and hand movements are an important part of Phonic Learning. 
Mrs. Bawa talked of the Phonic Stages:    

·        Learning the letter sounds 
·        Learning letter formation 
·        Blending 
·        Identifying sounds in words 

                ·        Spelling the tricky words  
She informed that in Jolly Phonics, there are 42 main sounds of English that are taught 
which are divided in seven groups. A total 42 sounds of different letters were 
explained by the resource person in an easy and effective way.  

The teachers learnt:  

 the actions for each of the 42 letter sounds, 

 digraphs such as sh, th, ai and ue, 

 letter formation using different multi-sensory methods, 

 blending in which the children are taught how to blend the sounds together to 
read and write new words ,  

 identifying the sounds in words (Segmenting).  



Lastly, the teachers were trained with tricky words which have irregular spellings 
and children learn these separately. 

The letter sounds were reinforced to the teachers a number of times to make them 
well versed with the correct pronunciation of each letter sound. This workshop 
enabled the teachers to learn the technique of teaching children to read and write as 
early as possible and with ease. It proved to be an enriching workshop for the 
teachers.  

 

 

 


